th International Congress on Photobiology Verlag, two from the Royal Society of Chemistry and two from the International Union of Pure and Applied Chemistry (IUPAC).
Most symposia were organized with strong collaboration of colleagues from Latin-America. Some research areas are strong in Argentina (e.g., plant photomorphogenesis, blue-light-induction of microorganism behaviour, vision and UV damage to retina, circadian rhythms, photoecology, UV influence on the environment) and in Brazil (PDT, DNA photodamage, bioluminescence, biodiesel photoproduction), whereas some others are weak (e.g., molecular aspects of photomedicine, optogenetics, and areas of research that require complex instrumentation: e.g., ultra-fast reactions). All symposia were well attended, especially by the young colleagues.
Many of the subjects treated were directly related to the problems and/or peculiarities encountered in Latin-America, such as the photobiology of extremophile bacteria at high altitude in the Puna (North of Argentina and Chile, Bolivia and Perú) as well as in Antarctica, the effect of the ozone hole in the ecosystems in Argentina and Chile, the special properties of alga in Chile, the increase of UV-induced skin diseases in Brazil and others.
The participation of Argentine Scientists working abroad: Víctor Batista, Roberto Bogomolni, Gonzalo Cosa, Raquel Galián, Thomas Jovin, Diana Kirilovsky, Maria Andrea Mroginski, Ana Moore, Juan C. (Tito) Scaiano, Graciela Spivak, Cristian Strassert, María Vernet, Matias Zurbriggen, and Silvia Braslavsky was very important for the consolidation of the research ties between Argentine research groups and groups abroad. This has a special value in view of the very dramatic brain drain the country suffered since 1966 and until 2001, which has being reverted by several actions taken in the last few years, in particular since the creation of the Minister of Science, Technology and Innovative Production, MINCyT, in 2011.
The Argentine Science Administration agencies strongly supported the Congress with grants from the Argentine Research Council, CONICET (ca. 10 000 US$) and from MINCyT (ca. 12 000 US$). This permitted waiving the registration fee of all Argentina graduate students and several young scientists. In addition, the programme R@ices from MINCyT financed the travel to the Congress of several of the Argentine colleagues working abroad.
There was also important support (both financial and logistic) by the German Institutions (Research in Germany grouping DAAD, DFG, Fraunhofer, Humboldt Foundation) and the Max Planck Society as well as financial support from IUBS (International Union of Biological Societies), IUPAC (International Union of Pure and Applied Chemistry), TWAS (The World Academy of Sciences) as well as ESP, ASP and the French Society of Photobiology, who helped financing the participation of young graduate students. These grants permitted waiving the fees of Latin-American graduate students and young researchers.
Several International companies and Argentine representatives of instrumentation supported the Congress; major contributors were: L'Oreal, in particular for sponsoring the contributors of the Symposium on Photoprotection, BASF and Johnson&Johnson. Some of the sponsoring companies had an exhibition booth in the foyer of the Pavilion.
All abstracts of Plenary, Special, and Keynote Lectures, as well as of the contributions to the Symposia and the posters presented, were published on-line and can be found in pdf format at www.iuphotobiology. com.
The Editors of the Journals Pure and Applied Chemistry (2015, 87, issue 9-10), Photochemical and Photobiological Sciences (PPS, the Journal of the European Society of Photobiology, ESP, and the European Photochemical Association, EPA), and Photochemistry and Photobiology (P&P, the Journal of the American Society of Photobiology, ASP) agreed to publish, in each Journal, some of the Lectures and Symposia presented during the Congress. The papers will then be collated in a virtual issue. All submitted papers underwent the normal evaluation procedure. We deeply thank the authors for submitting to the three Journals their presentations to the Congress.
A major spin-off(s) of the Congress was the creation of the A report of the meeting, with many photos, has been already published in Chemistry International (Vol 37, Issue 2, March-April 2015, 28-30) .
The participants had the opportunity of enjoying a Tango show during the opening reception on Sunday evening and some Argentine folk dancing on Thursday evening, whereas they could also witness how several students drank their mate during the lectures.
The 17 th ICP will be held most probably in 2018 in the UK.
